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A Place to Be. A Place to Become.

Lesley Bikos (she/they) was first introduced to 
King’s University College as an undergraduate 
student. Lesley loved the smaller class sizes 
that created spaces of authentic connection 
and engagement and the focus on social justice. 
While completing a Ph.D., Lesley joined the 
Department of Sociology as part-time faculty 
from 2018-2022 and recently became a full-
time Assistant Professor. Much of Lesley’s 
teaching, research, advocacy and activism, 
and community work focuses on systemic 
inequities and justice, with a particular focus 
on institutions. Currently, Lesley’s research 
interests combine critical criminology and 
sociology to interrogate the Canadian criminal 
justice system. To date this work has focused 
primarily on the institution of policing, a topic of 
both academic and lived experience knowledge. 
Radical transformation of carceral systems 
including restorative and transformative justice 
and defunding and abolition are additional 
areas of focus. 

Lesley currently teaches Crime and Society, 
Policing Mental Illness, Policing and Security, 
Qualitative Methods, and a seminar course, 
Critical Approaches to Policing. Of note is a new 
experiential learning course, Another World is 
Possible, co-developed with fellow Assistant 
Professor, Jess Notwell. As abolitionist Mariame 
Kaba invites us to consider “When something 
can’t be fixed, then the question is: What can we 
build instead?” Come and join the Department 
of Sociology in working together to learn, (un)
learn, and build a campus and society on the 
principles of empathy, community, social justice 
action, and rebuilding the world we want. 
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