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INTRODUCTION 

BORN FROM THE HEART of the Church, a Catholic University is located in that course of tradition which 
may be traced back to the very origin of the University as an institution. It has always been recognized as 
an incomparable centre of creativity and dissemination of knowledge for the good of humanity. By 
vocation, the Universitas magistrorum et scholarium is dedicated to research, to teaching and 



Catholic University is distinguished by its free search for the whole truth about nature, man and God. The 
present age is in urgent need of this kind of disinterested service, namely of proclaiming the meaning of 
truth, that fundamental value without which freedom, justice and human dignity are extinguished. By 
means of a kind of universal humanism a Catholic University is completely dedicated to the research of all 
aspects of truth in their essential connection with the supreme Truth, who is God. It does this without 



Religious Congregations and ecclesial Institutions, and to the numerous laity who are committed to the 
great mission of higher education. Its purpose is that "the Christian mind may achieve, as it were, a 
public, persistent and universal presence in the whole enterprise of advancing higher culture and that the 
students of these institutions become people outstanding in learning, ready to shoulder society's heavier 
burdens and to witness the faith to the world"(12). 

10. In addition to Catholic Universities, I also turn to the many Catholic Institutions of higher education. 
According to their nature and proper objectives, they share some or all of the characteristics of a 
University and they offer their own contribution to the Church and to society, whether through research, 
education or professional training. While this Document specifically concerns Catholic Universities, it is 
also meant to include all Catholic Institutions of higher education engaged in instilling the Gospel 
message of Christ in souls and cultures. 

Therefore, it is with great trust and hope that I invite all Catholic Universities to pursue their irreplaceable 
task. Their mission appears increasingly necessary for the encounter of the Church with the development 
of the sciences and with the cultures of our age. 

Together with all my brother Bishops who share pastoral responsibility with me, I would like to manifest 
my deep conviction that a Catholic University is without any doubt one of the best instruments that the 
Church offers to our age which is searching for certainty and wisdom. Having the mission of bringing the 
Good News to everyone, the Church should never fail to interest herself in this Institution. By research 
and teaching, Catholic Universities assist the Church in the manner most appropriate to modern times to 
find cultural treasures both old and new, "nova et vetera", according to the words of Jesus(13). 

11. Finally, I turn to the whole Church, convinced that Catholic Universities are essential to her growth 
and to the development of Christian culture and human progress. For this reason, the entire ecclesial 
Community is invited to give its support to Catholic Institutions of higher education and to assist them in 
their process of development and renewal. It is invited in a special way to guard the rights and freedom 
of these Institutions in civil society, and to offer them economic aid, especially in those countries where 
they have more urgent need of it, and to furnish assistance in founding new Catholic Universities 
wherever this might be necessary. 

My hope is that these prescriptions, based on the teaching of Vatican Council II and the directives of the 
Code of Canon Law, will enable Catholic Universities and other Institutes of higher studies to fulfil their 



PART I 

IDENTITY AND MISSION 

A. THE IDENTITY OF A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

1. Nature and Objectives 

12. Every Catholic University, as a university, 



within individual academic disciplines, makes the task increasingly difficult. But a University, and 
especially a Catholic University, "has to be a 'living union' of individual organisms dedicated to the search 
for truth ... It is necessary to work towards a higher synthesis of knowledge, in which alone lies the 



Through research and teaching the students are educated in the various disciplines so as to become truly 
competent in the specific sectors in which they will devote themselves to the service of society and of the 
Church, but at the same time prepared to give the witness of their faith to the world. 

2. The University Community 

21. A Catholic University pursues its objectives through its formation of an authentic human community 
animated by the spirit of Christ. The source of its unity springs from a common dedication to the truth, a 
common vision of the dignity of the human person and, ultimately, the person and message of Christ 
which gives the Institution its distinctive character. As a result of this inspiration, the community is 
animated by a spirit of freedom and charity; it is characterized by mutual respect, sincere dialogue, and 
protection of the rights of individuals. It assists each of its members to achieve wholeness as human 
persons; in turn, everyone in the community helps in promoting unity, and each one, according to his or 
her role and capacity, contributes towards decisions which affect the community, and also towards 
maintaining and strengthening the distinctive Catholic character of the Institution. 

22. University teachers should seek to improve their competence and endeavour to set the content, 
objectives, methods, and results of research in an individual discipline within the framework of a 
coherent world vision. Christians among the teachers are called to be witnesses and educators of 
authentic Christian life, which evidences attained integration between faith and life, and between 
professional competence and Christian wisdom. All teachers are to be inspired by academic ideals and by 
the principles of an authentically human life. 

23. Students are challenged to pursue an education that combines excellence in humanistic and cultural 
development with specialized professional training. Most especially, they are challenged to continue the 
search for truth and for meaning throughout their lives, since "the human spirit must be cultivated in 
such a way that there results a growth in its ability to wonder, to understand, to contemplate, to make 
personal judgments, and to develop a religious, moral, and social sense"(23[(are)6( )-3(c)3(h)-4(alleTJ
ET
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distinctive role, "illumine and organize these (temporal) affairs in such a way that they always start out, 
develop, and continue according to Christ's mind, to the praise of the Creator and the Redeemer"(25). 

26. The university community of many Catholic institutions includes members of other Churches, ecclesial 
communities and religions, and also those who profess no religious belief. These men and women offer 
their training and experience in furthering the various academic disciplines or other university tasks. 

3. The Catholic University in the Church 

27. Every Catholic University, without ceasing to be a University, has a relationship to the Church that is 
essential to its institutional identity. As such, it participates most directly in the life of the local Church in 



B. THE MISSION OF SERVICE OF A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 



projects 



41. Pastoral ministry is an indispensable means by which Catholic students can, in fulfilment of their 
baptism, 



46. An area that particularly interests a Catholic University is the dialogue between Christian thought and 
the modern sciences.



PART II 

GENERAL NORMS 

Article 1. The Nature of these General Norms 

1. These General Norms are based on, and are a further development of, the Code of Canon Law(42) and 





Article 5. The Catholic University within the Church 

1. Every Catholic University is to maintain communion with the universal Church and the Holy See; it is to 
be in close communion with the local Church and in particular with the diocesan Bishops of the region or 
nation in which it is located. In ways consistent with its nature as a University, a Catholic University will 
contribute to the Church's work of evangelization. 

2. Each Bishop has a responsibility to promote the welfare of the Catholic Universities in his diocese and 



TRANSITIONAL NORMS 

Art. 8





safeguarding the rights of the individual and of society within the confines of the truth and the common 
good. 

16 There is a two-fold notion of culture used in this document: the humanistic and the socio-historical. 
"The word 'culture' in its general sense indicates all those factors by which man refines and unfolds his 
manifold spiritual and bodily qualities. It means his effort to bring the world itself under his control by his 
knowledge and his labor. It includes the fact that by improving customs and institutions he renders social 
life more human both within the family and in the civic community. Finally, it is a feature of culture that 
throughout the course of time man expresses, communicates, and conserves in his works great spiritual 
experiences and desires, so that these may be of advantage to the progress of many, even of the whole 
human family. Hence it follows that human culture necessarily has a historical and social aspect and that 
the word 'culture' often takes on a sociological and ethnological sense". VATICAN COUNCIL II, Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World Gaudium et Spes, n. 53: AAS 58 (1966), p. 1075. 

17 L'Université Catholique dans le monde moderne. Document final du 



26 Cf. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Declaration on Religious Liberty Dignitatis Humanae, n. 2: AAS 58 (1966), pp. 
930-931. 

27 JOHN PAUL II, Address to Leaders of Catholic Higher Education, Xavier University of Louisiana, U.S.A., 
12 September 1987, n. 4: AAS 80 (1988), p. 764. 

28 VATICAN COUNCIL II, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World Gaudium et Spes, n. 
59: AAS 58 (1966), p. 1080. 

29 Cf. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, nn. 8-10: AAS 58 
(1966), pp. 820-822. 

30 Cf. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, n. 25: AAS 57 (1965), 
pp. 29-31. 

31 Cf. "Instruction on the Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian" of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith of 24 May 1990. 

32 Cf. JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical Letter Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 

nn. 27-34: AAS 80 (1988), pp. 547-560. 

33 PAUL VI, Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio, n. 1: AAS 59 

(1967), p. 257. 

34 "Therefore, in that there has been a pleasing multiplication of centres of higher learning, it has 
become apparent that it would be opportune for the faculty and the alumni to unite in common 
association which, working in reciprocal understanding and close collaboration, and based upon the 
authority of the Supreme Pontiff, as father and universal doctor, they might more efficaciously spread 
and extend the light of Christ". (Plus XII, Apostolic Letter Catholicas Studiorum Universitates, with which 
The 



38 JOHN PAUL II, Address to Intellectuals, to Students and to University Personnel at Medellín, Colombia, 
5 July 1986, n. 3: AAS 79 (1987), p. 99. Cf. also VATICAN COUNCIL II, Pastoral Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World Gaudium et Spes, n. 58: AAS 58 (1966), p. 1079. 

39 PAUL VI, to the Delegates of The International Federation of Catholic Universities, 27 November 1972: 
AAS 64 (1972), p. 770. 

40 PAUL VI, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, nn. 18ff.: AAS 68 (1976), pp. 17-18. 

41 PAUL VI, Address to Presidents and Rectors of the Universities of the Society of Jesus, 6 August 1975, 
n. 2: AAS 67 (1975), p. 533. Speaking to the participants of the International Congress on Catholic 
Universities, 25 April 1989, I added (n. 5): "Within a Catholic University the evangelical mission of the 
Church and the mission of research and teaching become interrelated and coordinated": Cf. AAS 81 
(1989), p. 1220. 

42 Cf. in particular the Chapter of the Code: "Catholic Universities and other Institutes of Higher Studies" 
(CIC, cann. 807-814). 

43 Episcopal Conferences were established in the Latin Rite. Other Rites have other Assemblies of 
Catholic Hierarchy. 

44 Cf. CIC, Can. 455, 2. 

45 Cf. Sapientia Christiana: AAS 71 (1979), pp. 469-521. Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties are those 
that have the right to confer academic degress by the authority of the Holy See. 

46 Cf. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Declaration on Religious Liberty Dignitatis Humanae, n. 2: AAS 58 (1966), pp. 
930-931. 

47 Cf. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World Gaudium et Spes, 
nn. 57 and 59: AAS 58 (1966), pp. 1077-1080; Gravissimum Educationis, n. 10: AAS 58 (1966), p. 737. 

48 Both the establishment of such a university and the conditions by which it may refer to itself as a 
Catholic University are to be in accordance with the prescriptions issued by the Holy See, Episcopal 
Conference or other Assembly of Catholic Hierarchy. 

49 Canon 810 of CIC, specifies the responsibility of the competent Authorities in this area: 1 "It is the 



52 For Universities to which Article 3 1 and 2 refer, these procedures are to be established in the 
university statutes approved by the competent ecclesiastical Authority; for other Catholic Universities, 
they are to be determined by Episcopal Conferences or other Assemblies of Catholic Hierarchy. 

53 Cf. CIC, can. 820. Cf. also Sapientia Christiana, Norms of Application, Article 49: AAS 71 (1979), p. 512. 

54 JOHN PAUL II, to the Pontifical Council for Culture, 13 January 1989, n. 2: AAS 81 (1989), pp. 857-858. 

 


